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"It  is  a  shocking  disappointment, 
therefore,  when  the  world  is  still  in 
flames,  and  when  the  organization  of 
peace  and  justice  is  coming  to  its  slow 
but  logical  conclusion,  to  find  Senator 
Knox  using  the  prestige  of  his  eloquence 
and  reputation  to  accomplish  the  certain 
destruction  of  all  the  great  work  that  has 
been  done  at  Paris  during  the  last  six 
months/^ 
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THE  LEAGUE  OF  NATIONS 
and 

THE  KNOX  RESOLUTION 

by 

Samuel  Harden  Church 


The  Carnegie  Institute, 

Pittsburgh,  June  13,  1919. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  New  York  Times: 

As  a  Eepublican  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  who 
has  sat  in  the  national  conventions  and  presented  the 
mission  of  his  party  through  some  of  its  great  campaigns, 
I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing  amazement  and  regret 
at  the  attitude  which  Senator  Knox  has  taken  with  regard 
to  the  treaty  of  peace  and  to  the  League  of  Nations,  which 
is  inextricably  a  vital  part  of  that  treaty.  Senator  Knox 
is  a  man  of  whom  we  are  justly  proud  in  Pittsburgh, 
and  when  great  Kepublicans  are  spoken  of  we  always  find 
him  grouped  with  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Taft,  and  Mr.  Hughes.  It 
is  a  shocking  disappointment,  therefore,  when  the  world 
is  still  in  flames,  and  when  the  organization  of  peace  and 
justice  is  coming  to  its  slow  but  logical  conclusion,  to 
find  Senator  Knox  using  the  prestige  of  his  eloquence  and 
reputation  to  accomplish  the  certain  destruction  of  all 
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the  great  work  that  has  been  done  at  Paris  dnring  the 
last  six  months. 

Senator  Knox  seems  to  forget  that  the  time  has 
passed  when  America  can  point  to  the  protection  of  3,000 
miles  of  ocean  and  boast  her  proud  aloofness  from  the 
concerns  of  Euro)pe.  He  forgets  the  significant  lesson  of 
that  Sunday  when  a  German  submarine  rose  up  from 
the  bosom  of  the  sea,  on  the  coast  of  Ehode  Island, 
and  sank  eight  ships  which  were  thought  to  be  safe  from 
every  danger.  He  forgets  that  even  as  he  strikes  his 
blow  at  the  tie  which  binds  us  to  the  suffering  world  a 
great  airship  may  be  winging  its  flight  across  the  ocean 
to  obliterate  both  time  and  distance,  indicating  that  in 
the  next  war  an  army  with  its  whole  equipment  can  be 
transported  to  our  shores  in  less  than  twenty-four  hours. 
And  he  forgets  that  America,  having  taken  her  place 
''among  the  powers  of  the  earth,"  as  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  proclaims  that  she  must  do,  and  having 
fought  valiantly  to  restore  liberty  and  preserve  civiliza- 
tion throughout  the  world,  is  now  bound  in  honor  to  hold 
fast  to  her  task  in  all  of  those  great  and  essential  obliga- 
tions which  inevitably  follow  her  participation  in  the  war. 

The  League  of  Nations  is  not  only  necessary  in  the 
prevention  of  future  wars  but  it  is  indispensable  in  the 
enforcement  of  the  present  peace.  How  shall  we  ever 
be  able  to  restore  those  sound  conditions  .of  law  and  order 
which  are  essential  to  the  happiness  of  mankind  withour 
an  organized  authorit}^  that  is  based  upon  the  conscience 
of  the  civilized  world!  Senator  Knox  has  declared  his 
unalterable  hostility  to  Section  X.  of  the  League  of  Na- 
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tions,  which  binds  the  contracting  parties  to  preserve  the 
political  independence  and  the  territorial  integrity  of  the 
parties,  but  he  forgets,  once  more,  that  the  eight  or  ten 
new  nations  which  have  been  established  as  autonomous 
communities  in  the  heart  of  Europe  can  maintain  their 
existence  only  upon  a  duly  organized  authority  such  as 
that  of  the  League  of  Nations.  In  what  other  way  would 
it  be  possible  to  preserve  the  geographical  boundaries  of 
those  new  nations  than  by  the  guarantee  provided  in 
Section  X.? 

When  Senator  Knox  undertook,  in  all  good  faith,  to 
devise  a  method  for  preserving  the  co-operation  of  our 
country  with  our  European  allies,  he  wrote  and  published 
Section  V.  of  the  ^*Knox  resolution,"  declaring  that,  *Hhe 
freedom  and  peace  of  Europe  being  again  threatened  by 
any  power  or  combination  of  powers,"  the  United  States 
would  co-operate  ^^with  our  chief  co-belligerents  for  the 
defense  of  civilization."  In  this  extraordinary  proposal 
Senator  Knox  made  it  obligatory  upon  this  country  to 
participate  in  any  war  which  might  originate  in  Europe, 
destroying  at  the  same  time  all  those  safeguards,  checks, 
and  balances  which  have  been  devised  with  so  much  ad- 
mirable skill  and  care  in  the  League  of  Nations  to  make 
war  impossible  except  to  a  nation  which  must  first  be- 
come an  outlaw  nation  because  it  has  violated  its  own 
solemn  pledges  against  making  an  aggressive  attack. 
Senator  Knox's  proposal  in  his  own  Section  V.  was  so 
palpably  dangerous  and  so  certain  to  plunge  us  into  fre- 
quent and  irresponsible  conflicts  that  after  a  hectic  life 
twenty-four  hours  the  Senate  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
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lations  strangled  it,  and  the  connsel  of  this  able  man, 
which  should  have  been  wise,  safe,  and  abiding,  was  thus 
proved  to  be  confused,  unstable,  and  ephemeral. 

My  Republicans  friends  are,  I  believe,  making  a 
grave  tactical  mistake  when  so  many  of  them  array  them- 
selves against  President  Wilson's  leadership  in  their 
treatment  of  the  League  of  Nations.  I  am  not  for  Pres- 
ident Wilson  politically,  and  have  twice  voted  against 
him.  I  regret  exceedingly  that  President  Wilson  did  not 
invite  two  of  our  biggest  Republicans  to  go  with  him  to 
Paris — men  like  Mr.  Root  and  Mr.  Taft,  or  Mr.  Root  and 
Mr.  Hughes,  or  Mr.  Root  and  Mr.  Knox — for  in  that  case 
the  country  would  have  felt  a  double  assurance  of  con- 
fidence in  the  treaty,  whatever  its  nature  may  have  been. 
But  the  treaty  has  been  made  with  the  League  of  Nations 
an  indestructible  part  of  it,  and  there  are  two  reasons 
why  the  whole  world  should  acclaim  it  and  support  it. 

In  the  first  place,  the  purpose  of  the  League  of  Na- 
tions is  benevolent,  and  not  evil.  It  is  meant  to  do  good 
to  every  people  and  not  to  oppress  any.  If  the  time 
should  come  when  it  should  be  construed  with  a  hostile  or 
unfriendly  motive  it  would  dissolve  by  its  own  terms, 
and  we  in  America  would  always  have  a  potent  voice  in 
every  interpretation  of  its  meaning,  with  the  unques- 
tioned right  of  rejecting  a  disadvantageous  construction 
of  its  terms.  In  the  second  place,  its  sole  aim  is  to  avoid 
war,  and  we  know  now  that  another  war,  with  the  art 
of  race  murder  developing  with  such  frightful  progress, 
will  destroy  the  world  and  all  it  contains.  It  is  an  easy 
thing  to  realize  Shakespeare's  forecast.    ^^The  cloud- 


capped  towers,  the  gorgeous  palaces,  the  solemn  temples, 
the  great  globe  itself,  yea,  all  which  it  inherit,  shall  dis- 
solve, and  like  this  insubstantial  pageant  faded,  leave 
not  a  rack  behind!''  If  a  partisan  opportunity  is  need- 
ful it  surely  can  not  and  should  not  be  found  in  this 
League  of  Nations,  but  it  exists  abundantly  in  other 
causes,  so  that  we  of  the  Kepublican  Party  can  take  the 
confident  attitude  of  that  Shakespearen  captain  who, 
looking  upon  his  advancing  foes,  gave  his  measure  of 
their  puissance  in  these  words:  **We'll  give  'em  dinners, 
and  after  fight  'em!" 

When  we  shall  have  chosen  our  leader  he  will  find 
his  path  to  victory  an  easy  one  with  the  aim  and  purpose 
of  the  party  before  him  to  restore  the  Republic. 

SAMUEL  HARDEN  CHURCH. 
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